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THE LOVE LETTER
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Psalm 51:7

Purify me from my sins, and | will be clean;
wash me, and | will be whiter than snow.

N Y2 S L

|t doesndt make much sense to
but | came across an interesting little known fact doing some researc

day, and thought it rather appropriate to the point the Psalmist was mz

Psalm 51. What is the little known fact?

One of the most beloved and well known Christma#/kibag@shisstmas
written by famed composer, Irving Berlin. The funny thing is Irving B
snow, and fled New York City every winter for the warmer climates o
| wonder how many white Christmases Berlin actually ever saw?

So just what does this have t¢
doing. Lentis a time to focus on the spiritual disciplines, and here, t

takes an opportunity to confess (a spiritual discipline, by the way) his s
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Psal mi stds prayer
actions had not always métghede t t vy
song.

| woul dndot say Berlinds was a
to reflect in my own |ife to
match what | did, and if so, did it rise to the level of sin? | mean, reall
| love my neighbor, but then take actions to undermine that love.

God, but then not honor him as the One worthy of my worship.

I l it ke to think
and Godods cleansing Spirit can
eyes make me owhiter than snow.
our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us
wrongo (1 John 1:9 NLT).

Someti mes my confession can
my words and my actions are not always consistent. May Your Spirit
now, and renew my faith through

Why not pray that simple prayer and watch God work?
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WHAT A DIFFERENCE
A YEAR MAKES!

Dear Friends, | want to take this opportunity
to thank you for the warm, loving reception that
| have experienced in my first year on staff.
We have made many changes over the past
year and one of the best was to hire Rachel
Stoneman as our full time administrative
assistant. She is so talented in so many ways
that i1t has made every

The gift to have all new computers in the of-
fices and to convert to the Shelby Church Soft-
ware System has made a big difference in the
way we handle our financial and membership
records. This could not have been done with-
out your generous gifts and a willingness to do
things differently. Last year it took our auditor
14 days sitting across my desk to complete the
financial audit of the church. This year we will
be through in 2 days, so that by the time you
get this newsletter, we can report that the
church finances are once again in order.

| have visited all the adult Sunday school
classes, except for Breakfast Club, and I will
be there this Sunday. How blessed we are
with such fine teachers! | have really enjoyed
the good discussion of the Bible and the world
view and how our own lives are affected as we
try to live out our faith.

~Dianne

NEW BABY IN THE FAMILY ?

We at Benton UMC would like to celebrate new
babies born within our church family - child,
grandchild, great grandchild. We want to
announce the birth in our Sunday worship
folder and honor this new life by placing a
rosebud on the altar. Please notify the church
office at 965-2273 if you have a new family
member.

Notes From Dianne

O
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THE EMERGING BUTTERFLY

== | have just returned from a

& three day retreat at the Con-
N ference Center for the Acad-
emy of Spiritual Direction and
Spiritual Formation in the
Church. Our assignment this time was to inter-
view members of the congregation and let them
tell their stories. This was such a fun and in-
Vi orating event Bhat | would like to hear from
more 8t you.J I%ope y%uavﬁll'saey gle's when | call
and ask you to come and visit me or welcome
me if | come into your home.

The rest of the assignment was'to write»a re-
port about ©ur church
of the church. | believe that the-angel-of Benton
UMC i _s~t he fAiemerging
you want to soar like a butterfly. you must first
come out of-the cocoon. | believe that we have
shed our cocoon and are ready to soar. | want
to /help us In this 'by" offering more spiritual
formation events that focus on prayer. Prayer
undergirds-everything we ‘do.

We are so fortunate t
the Crosso/ set up dur
that help us cross over into this introspective
time of the sacrifice of'Jesus so that we might
experience our new life. Take advantage of this
opportunity and invite others to walk with you.

Catherine Long and | will offer another oppor-
tunity for prayer and reflection to help you
celebrate the Great 50 Days between Easter
and Pentecost. These will be prayer stations
set up for you to engage in as we pray for oth-
ers and pray for ourselves.

2010 February Financial Report

$8,175.46
12,792.34
4,928.81

$ 152,602.7
$ 139,553.73!

February 7

February 14

February 21
Received YTD

Received YTD 2009
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UMM N Ews

UMM BBQ

The United Methodist Men are cooking again!
BBQ will be served on Burt Blvd. across from
the courthouse on Wednesday, March 24th at
11 a.m. The UMM BBQ is award-winning, so
make sure you get a plate. You can fax your or-
ders to the church office at 965-5360 or call
them in to 965-2273.

You can order a slab of ribs or a lunch plate.
Ribs, chicken, sausage, and combination plates
are available and they come with beans, cole-
slaw and a roll.

Garage/Rummage Sale

Rob Stinson will be hosting a monthly garage
sale at his Cash Point storage facility next to
the water tower on Benton Road (Hwy 3) on
March 6 starting at 8 a.m. The UMM will be par-
ticipating with items in one of the storage facili-
ties. But we need your help. We need donations
of large items like furniture, bedding, washers,
dryers, refrigerators, etc.

If you have any of these items to donate, call
Rob at 402-2437 to set up a time for you to de-
liver it or for us to pick it up. We must have all
items in place and priced no later than Friday,

March 5, 2010.
%

UMW NEWS
i"j Tuesday, Mar 16, 2 Wednesday, Mar 17, 2%@

" Nightingales Morning Glories

vf 6:30 p.m. 9:30 a.m
Both circles will continue the spiritual growth
study Food and Faith being presented by

Betty Russell. Circle meetings are held in the
Eva Smith Sunday School Classroom.

UMW E ASTER PROGRAM

%q The UMW will meet on Tues-

day, March 2nd at 6:30P.M. in
the Family Life Center for an
Easter Program presented by
the Morning Glories Circle. All
the women of the church are
invited to attend.

4

Adult Ministries

p
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OPALS

Those Older People with Active Life Styles will
welcome Rev. Hu Debo as their guest speaker
this month. Hu is an ordained Deacon, on staff
at FUMC Shreveport, and a neo-natal Nurse
Practitioner for Lake Charles Memorial
Hospital. He has had a passion for the people
of Haiti for years and is currently involved with
the orphanage that his church sponsors near
Les Cayes. He was there when the earth-
guake rocked Haiti. He is coming to share with
us the vision they have for the orphanage and
how we can help. Everyone is invited to join us
Tuesday, March 23, at 11:30 a.m. in the Family
Life Center. Lunch is $4, chicken and
spaghetti is on the menu, and you will need to
call Barbara Hays at 742-9537 to make your
reservation. There is always such a good
sense of fellowship when we gather, and we
are eager to share thg
55+! Hope to see you there!!

The Love of Christ
Can Do Amazing Things

The love of Christ can open your eyes and
completely change your thinking about what really
matters most in life.

The love of Christ can lift you above from
everything.

The love of Christ can open your heart and may his
love be the gift that fills your heart and a world that
God has made beautiful.

Life is moving too fast-so enjoy your precious
moments. Faith does not know what the future
holds, but knowing who holds the future.

~Lynda Lee

Donor Recognition Tree

Donor leaves are available for a
minimum donation of $100 in the church office
in memory or in honor of your loved one .

All donations go to the Building Fund
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Upcoming Events

Chil drendés Minis

There will be a joint meeting of the Children's
Ministry, Spring Thaw Planning and the Va-
cation Bible School Volunteers on Sunday,
March 7, 2010 immediately following the
10:50 worship service. Please add this
meeting to your calendar. We hope to see
you there.

Souper Saturday Mission

For the past several months, the children and
Tweens groups have decorated cookies for
Souper Saturday. This new, monthly event
wi || be held on March
Live. They LOVE decorating cookies and
then getting to eat the leftovers as well! |
mean, who doesn't? Ms. Jeanne's cookies
and icing are delicious! They Souper
also decorate brown paper  \ Sgf 111'91(11‘

. ' ;
bags that hold the cookies. w@ ]/,/
This is a fun event for them  \Us.% ?f? )
and they learn about serving (/@3“02

-

others.

Early Christian Awareness

If you work with or like work-
ing with nursery age children,
you might be interested in a
new opportunity coming to
Benton UMC. On March 27,

be here at Benton UMC to
train parents, Directors of Christian Educa-
tion, nursery workers, Sunday school teach-
ers, and anyone interested in helping young
children learn about God.

Sandy Shepherd has helped develop the
Early Christian Awareness program. She has
worked with this program for 37 years. She is
very excited about ECA and its use for
Sunday School, Vacation Bible School,
pre-s c ho ol and Mot her 6s

Please contact Ashley Stinson at 349-5913 if
you have any questions.

>
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drenodos

Days Gone By

I Hoyday8with BUMT Kids

During the Thanksgiving season, the children
had lots of fun baking cookies, packaging
them with handmade bags (very cute!), and
delivering them to a handful of members at
the church as a #Athan
they serve in the church.

At Christmas, the children had a great time
making Christmas cards for the military men
and women overseas. They used rubber
stamps, markers and stickers to create great
decorations. The children wrote their own
messages to the soldiers letting them_ know
Shéw tithkful\Xe &6 thethathis )bt was ©
encouraging to the children as well as the sol-
diers and helped to instill the real meaning of
Christmas. The cards were included in the
ministry headed by Broadmoor UMC.

We have done lots of fun stuff, too, over the
holidays, like bowling, going to the movies
and to the Boardwalk. We have a fun Spring
Break planned and Mary Jo is continuing with
her monthly book club for the little and big
kids.

Contact Information

Mary JoDuddy,Chi | dr ends

(318) 5499273
maryjo.duddy@bossierschools.org

Ashley StinsonChi | dr ends
(318) 3495913
patash1210@aol.com
Margaret Febus T we eDirscor Co
(318) 965 1362
April Fleming, T we e n-Difect® o
Out .(318) 9652273
Aafleming@bellsouth.net
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Regularly Scheduled Events

1st & 3rd Sundpg.00 p.m. | FUSION Small Groups

2nd Sunday |[6:00 p.m. [ UPWARD Prayer & Sonic

4th Sunday 6:00 p.m. | Sports

“Those who live in the shelfer of the Most High will find rest in |SUESIUCV A RICE Declaration

the shadow of the Almighty."Psalm 911 Sunday 4:00 p.m. | Band Practice

Wednesday [6:30 p.m.|REACTION Youth Service

On Wednesday, February 24 ™ we kicked off our REACTION Student Wor-
ship services in our new student center (the old sanctuary). We had 47 stu-
dents attend worship and had a great
student who came with the craziest hair won a prize. There was a method to
the madness, however, as the message was tied to the theme. | spoke about
living a radical life for Christ, a life that is extreme in its devotion to God.

The three attributes of a radical life are simple:

b

1. It will go against what the world says.

2. It will draw attention and deflect that attention to God.

3. It will encounter resistance.

Jesus calls us to nothing less than to follow Him with complete abandon. Every aspect of our life

should be centered on Him. Romans 12:1 tells us to offer our everyday lives as a sacrifice of worship
to God. This season of Lent , we are doing this
let this fade away after Lent, but let this season jumpstart us to living this way all year.

In Christ,
Chris

Chris Winterman, Student Minister
(318) 962273
(318) 468031
chriswinterman@bellsouth.net

www.myspace.com/bentonumcshelter491
www.facebook.com\cwinterman

B S
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SPRING THAW *

Remember Spring?
It is on its way and
we are ready. Satur-
day, April 24™ from
12-5 p.m. we will
have a ASpring Thawo
at Benton United Methodist Church. There
will be activities for all ages including: face
painting, bounce houses, live music, free
food, sports, and contests. More details will
come as we get closer
want to miss out on this!

Itds not too
join in some of the ex-
citement of 40 Projects
in 40 Days. Please call

the church office at

965-2273 for more

information.

UprPPER RooM PRAYER M INISTRY

Last November, our church participated in
this special prayer ministry. Over a 4 hour
period, calls were received on a toll-free prayer
line from 16 different states. Our 8 volunteers
provided words of encouragement and
intercessory prayer for the 19 people who
called with prayer requests for themselves and
others. It was a powerful and heart warming
experience to reach beyond the boundaries of
our local community and offer prayers for such
concerns as personal salvation, physical
healing and pain relief, financial peace, finding
a job, freedom from drug addiction, spiritual
guidance, and comfort in the face of divorce
and death.

We will be answering the phones again on
Saturday, March 20th from 9 am.6 1 p.m. If
you are interested in becoming a prayer volun-
teer, or would just like more information, please
call John Carter at 326-7349, or the church :
office at 965-2273.

Missions

THE LOVE LETTER

SPRING CLEANING DAY

Letds make sure our
are ready for Spring. The more hands we
have will make the job lighter. We will be do-
ing some general maintenance and everyone
can contribute. I f vyo
mani cur e, 0 wetnneed smadtka gnd
drinks to be served throughout the day. If you
have an area you want to spruce up, come
and we will have cleaning supplies for you.
Add March 20th to your calendar
rl  Eoht&ct dRBrY SdnBsU ad 0N Ot
965-1950 to let him know you

want to participate.
|l ate to

PooL OF SILOAM BREAKFAST

The Pool of Siloam is a medical mission in
west Shreveport. It provides free healthcare
for the uninsured. Our project for Saturday,
March 6 will be to provide breakfast items for
the patients and to share the love of God with
them by visitation. If you would like to join
Dianne Wilkinson and Nancy Grant from 9:00
a.m. to Noon, please call Dianne at the church
office 965-2273.

Foob BANK
BowL PAINTING PARTY

We will host a Bowl Painting Party for the
Northwest Louisiana Food Bank on March 17th
at 6 pm in the Benton UMC Family Life Cen-
ter. The Food Bank will supply the bowls and
the paints. WE NEED YOU TO PAINT A
BOWL!

A "pot-luck” supper will be served before we
paint. Bring a bowl of food and then paint a
bowl for the Food Bank. The most attractive
bowls will be auctioned at the EMPTY BOWL
SUPPER in June. This event is a major fund
raiser for the Food Bank. Every-
one who attends the EMPTY
BOWL SUPPER will receive a
bowl. We can become partners
in this event by painting a bowl.




