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or share a meal together to bounce ideas off them, to challenge my thinking. Find
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Finally, | would saglue wisdbgou desire to be successful in life. Solomon counsels
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From Dianne
Motivations for Giving

| have had to make some dramatic life style changes in the last six months as | get closer to retirdment ¢

medi cal expenses continue to rise. I am not

cor

designated for something each month. | love Benton United Methodist Church. It is a vibrant, loving comm

believers who are active in giving their time, service, talents and financial resources to those needs {

nat the:

It has caused me to reflect on why | give and perhaps others give also. | do know that in this day arnjd age,

give to the church because they are Osuppose

Belief in the Mission Bent on United Methodist Churchos
Out? How are we doing? Are there areas of our mission that we are not fulfilling? How did y
40 Projects in 40 Days? Do you think Spring Thaw is an evangelism tool? Would you like fol

t od
mi s
u feel
there t

opportunities for persons to gather for discipleship growth? Do you see lives being changed?| Has y

changed because you are a part of this community of faith?
Regard for Staff LeaderShigre have been a lot of changes in staff over the last 2 years. Your chu

fch leac

striven to hire the right people to train and encourage spiritual growth. Our doors are always pen fo

come by and visit; ask any questions and share any needs. | believe that this staff is God ap
church in the direction that He would have us go.

ointed

Fiscal Responsibillige Finance Committee and Church Council do not take lightly the responsibiﬂly of ov

of the tithes and offerings that you give. We have asked that groups do not raise money for
have not been approved by the Church Council. | have always believed that church unity co

pecial |
es fror

budget. A budget is a wonderful tool for planning. It gives us an opportunity to think forward $n wha
to emphasize in the coming year and give priority to where God is leading us. That means that fiscal
responsibility must be not only by church leaders, but also from the congregation. The more people:
willing to make a pledge card commitment to our general operating fund, the easier it is to make mes
projections of our income and expenses. t e
adult discipleship; our evangelism outreach; our music and worship in addition to the general ppkeep
church.

April has been an exciting month for me in my job. | have seen so many who have given their belst and
resources. Keep on keeping on. God created us to be Stewards of his creation.

~Dianne
¢ Financial Report ¢
2010 April General Fund Designated
Financial Report Bank Accounts (Operating) |Building Fund Gifts
April 4 $ 1200827 Opening Balance-31-2010 $ 92.256.18] $ 27,943.35 $ 30,311.37
April 11 0.855.2 Income $ 37,229.10[ $ 114,070.00 $  4,009.99
o 18 R Expenses $ 46,256.38) $ 120,000.00 $  4,979.88
pr i Bank Balance-80-2010 $ 8322890 $ 22,013.35 $ 29,341.48
April 25 6,924.44
Received YTD | $231,029. Mortgage
5009 YTD $ 227’072_7|8 Pr!nc!pal balance 01/201D $1,496,489.71
| Principal balance 04/201D $1,345,719.38

down our mortgage significantly, but we provided Esther Gitobu, our missionary to Cambodidj)/eit

Thank you for your continued support of the mission and ministry of Benton NottedlMMwéqmﬁ%urch
a gift ¢

are changing | ives, reaching out to help ou n e




Page 3

UMM N Ews *

Garage/Rummage Sale

Rob Stinson will be hosting a monthly garage sale
at his Cash Point storage facility next to the water
tower on Benton Road (Hwy 3) on the first
Saturday of each month starting at 8 a.m. The UMM
will be participating with items in one of the storage
facilities. But we need your help. We need donations
of large items like furniture, bedding, washers, dry-
ers, etc.

If you have any of these items to donate, call Rob
at 402-2437 to set up a time for you to deliver it or
for us to pick it up. We must have all items in place
and priced no later than the Friday before the sale.

UMW NEWS
{7\ Nightingales
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Morning Glories
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The Nightingales will meet for a salad supper in
the home of Pat Mosher on Tuesday, May 18 at 6:30
p.m.

The Morning Glories will meet for a salad luncheon
in the home of Ginny Jones on Wednesday, May 19

General meeting

The next general meeting of the UMW
will be on June 1st at 6:30 p.m. in the
Family Life Center. We will have a guest
speaker from the Pool of Siloam. After
business meeting, we will pack
Birthing Kits for UMCOR. Plans for the summer
will include two activities for the Shreveport-
Bossier Rescue Mission.

our

Donor Recognition Tree

New Leaves
Placed in memory of:

Eric Medvedev
by Agu and Peggy Medvedev

Donor leaves are available for a

minimum donation of $100 in the church offige

in memory or in hanor of your loved one .
All donations go to the Building Fund

Adult Ministries

THE LOVE LETTER

OPALS

Those Older People with Active Life Styles will
share a wonderful meal and then hear about the
work that is being done at the Sager-Brown UM-
COR Center on May 25, 2010 at 11:30 a.m. Sev-
eral of our OPALs and other church members went
to Sager-Brown last month and they will bring us an
up close and personal look at the mission work that
is being carried out throughout the world through
local churches and individuals. Join us in the Fam-
ily Life Center and bring a guest. Lunch is $4 and
you will need to call Barbara Hays at 742-9537 to
make your reservation. There is always such a
good sense of fellowship when we gather, and we
are eager to share that . . . no matter what your
age. So, please join us for a good meal and an in-
teresting program.

The April meeting for OPALs also included a
beautiful begonia plant for Cheryl Nelson and her
years of service and encouragement for our older
adults. Everyone signed a card for Cheryl and we
look forward to her continuing to participate as a
member only.

% Thanks, Cheryl! %

ENJOYING THE SPRING !

X It has been a long winter with lots of

; né" surprises of unusually cold weather for
9:),_, gour part of t he S0
J about you, but | am ready for an
= Z#& outing. Reservations are now being taken
to go on the Trails and Trellises Tour on May 15,
2010. If you love wandering through gardens filled
with flowers and interesting features, good fellow-
ship and of course a nice meal, then this is the trip
for you!

We will leave the church at 9:00 a.m. for the 6™
annual Trails and Trellises Garden Tour in Minden,
LA. There are four gardens to tour in this area and
each one promises to be unique. The cost is
$12.00 per person plus lunch. Please call Dianne
at 965-2273 for more information or to make your
reservation. Deadline May 9, min. of 10 people.

Qut o {he Bex Bible Study
Coming SE®Mmax

ut
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THE LOVE LETTER

Christian Education .

Dear Church Family,

My name is Rose Whittington and
| have been asked to be the Christian
Education Coordinator. This task was
previously handled by Rev. Cheryl
Nelson and with her recent retirement
| was asked if | could help with this
ministry. | am very excited and
humbled to be asked to assist with the
iGrowing Upo part our
such an amazing job and | can only hope to
continue what she started and attempt to make im-
provements along the way.

As the Christian Education Coordinator | am
privileged to work with everyone involved with the
education ministry. These are the volunteers who
give up their time to teach our Sunday school
classes, Bible studies, etc. These people are the
core of the education ministry and they make my
position such a blessing because of their dedication
and hard work.

| look forward to learning and growing with this
ministry. If anyone has any ideas or suggestions
that would help the education ministry at BUMC,
please do not hesitate to contact me. This is a new
experience for me and | would love any input or ad-
vice. You can contact me at home 326-4569 or cell
393-1174.

of

God Bless, Rose

Other Ministries

Prayer Shawl Miristry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry.will"meet Monday,
May 3 at 6:30_p.m-in the Eva Smith room. All are
wel come, from 8beginners

know how to crechet or knit, we can.help<We hope
to see you there.

Card Ministry

The Card Ministry meets
every Tuesday at 10 a.m. in the
conference room. We handcraft
greeting cards like the one
pictured for prayer and other needs.
If you can color outside of the lines, you can do it. §
Call Rachel at 965-2273 for more information.

Chil drenos

The Beach BUMS (three years old through fifth
graders) have moved into their new home. Come
upstairs and check it out! We are so excited about our
new space. We still have a few renovations to go but
we have already come so far in making Bible Beach
more kid-friendly!

April was a very busy month. We had our Annual
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 3 at 2:00 PM.
There were eggs galore, pictures with a live bunny, and
cupcakes were decorated. Tons of children joined in
theftnur ch mi ssi on. Cheryl

Our three and four year old girls, their moms, and a
couple of grandmas had a Teddy Bear Tea Party on
Saturday, April 24™. We met at the church for a trip to
Build-A-Bear and the Cheesecake Factory for a special
afternoon of fun. We had so much fun!

Please be sure to bring me a copy of your baseball,
softball, and soccer schedules. Spring is in the air, and
I love to see you using the talents God gave you out on
the field! All you gymnasts i be on the lookout! You
never know when | might drop by and check out your
new accomplishments! Have a great May! Make the
most of all God has given you and shine your light
wherever you go!

Wy,
acation Bible Scho&gﬂ‘

Dondt monkey arou

calendars for VBS, and set sail for

~ The High Seas Expedition

June 2125th from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 4=~
Watch for registration packets tow .

be available soon. Call Mary Jo of} (&&g@&
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Ashley for information. :

Contact Inforrfnation
0 Mg.r;?]oelrjl.tldsdy,c hli I dyroéjn 6d§
(318) 5499273
maryjo.duddy@bossierschools.org
Ashley StinsonChi | drends
(318) 3495913
patashl1210@aoclkicom
Margaret Febus T we eDirsctor C o
(318) 965 1362
April Fleming, T w e '& n-Didecta o
(318) 965 2273
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Regularly Scheduled Events

1st & 3rd Sund@OO p.m. |FUSION Small Groups
6:00 p.m. [UPWARD Prayer & Sonic
6:00 p.m. [Sports

"Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will find rest in TBA Declaration
3:00 p.m. |[Drama Practice

the shadow of the Almighty. Psalm 911 4:00 p.m. [Band Practice
6:30 p.m. [REACTION Youth Service

As we enter May, many people are experiencing bittersweet emotions. We are proud of our
children and their accomplishments as they move forward in life, while at the same time there is a bit
of sadness as well. Whether we wish we had more time with them as a small child/pre-teen/teen, or
whether we look back and think of so many things we could have done differently, there are mixed
feelings about promotions and graduations.

|l remember when | was preparing to | eave for
party for me. There were lots of gifts and very nice speeches by students and adults. Then my dad
spoke and simply said, AThis is my son, and |
I n the words of my then youth pastor, fAThe guy
sentiments on that day sum up the mixture of feelings we go through as we watch our children move
from one stage of life to the other. Having three small children of my own, | already experience these

emotions on a smaller scal e: wonder, pride, c
As parents we just want our <children to do w
of Ecclesiastes that to | ove God and do what H
to love and pray for your children as they make their way through elementary school, middle school,
high school, college, and I|Iife in general. Wejy
children.

In Christ, LOCKOUT

Chris

(O Thank you! * Friday *

May 28, 2010
To all the youth who give their prayers, y
presence, gifts and service to support 8:30 p.m.to 7 a.m

Shelter 491Student Ministries.

C

line Drive

Chris Winterman, Student Minister
Office: (318) 96%273 or Cell: (318) 46631
chriswinterman@bellsouth.net

www.myspace.com/bentonumcshelter491
www.facebook.com\cwinterman
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