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THE LOVE LETTER
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Can you hear the voice of God?» We stralleENT?o

voice, for we know what the prophet Elijah kriwhat God speaks in the still, small
voice, the gentle whisper, as it were. Most of us, if we are spiritually attuned at all, fong
to hear His voice so that we can be obedient. We love Him, and we want to express ou
love with joyful obedience. Sometimes, though, everyday life can crowd out our searc
for God, and He can seem so distant.
| want to let you know there is a way we can learn to listen in a more meaningful\way Sunday School
for the voice of God. It is the practice ggiritual direction. Spiritual direction has been 9:00 Gl
called by Thomas Merton as fAnothing more SUAER 4 lvay
real Directord t he Holy Spirit hidden in the |depOmNEgJyyllityl, ~
one Christian helping another Chri sti anChpiaIydraetntﬁalntCih
to him or her, to help hi I - €SP AGeBGrdde3 G dos
communication, to help a person grow in intimacy with G {"‘ 10:20 am
and to live out the consequences of that relationship. It
bring a person alongside yourself to help you listen, resy
and grow in Gododos grace.

Why am | telling you thi
certified spiritual directors in our congregation. | was pleé
and blessed to travel to The Wesley Center in Woodworth |
in May to participate in tpgstgrLynr?]\gitﬁD%ng]euat i OIoné exerci se
Wilkinson and Catherine Long as they completedAbademyy, i< o and Catherine 3 SUNDA each month
for Spiritual Leadership: The Path of Spiritual Directionlt | ong at The Wesley center | UNited Methodist Men
was a great day of celebration for Catherine and Dianne, and Breakfast 7:15 am
for all those who completed the twear process.

Catherine and Dianne have been busy putting their knowledge to work among J%%%%%Eﬁgsgﬁg%%‘;?
they have placed prayer stations in the prayer chapel that will help to focus our praying#kq mMethodist Women
a more direct way. The first station was filled with pictures of local places and agencies
that prompted us to pray for the group or agency in the photograph. The current station is TUESDAYS
an opportunity to contemplate our indj viRayerTimes i n
giveness. Stop by the Prayer Chapel and see what | mean. 9:00 am

Likewise, | am certain that Dianne and Catherine would be willing to meet with
individuals for the opportunity of assisting them on their journey to a deeper understafT UESDAY¥f each mont
ing of Godos desire for their lives. CalQPASh e ¢lhur
see where the journey might be taking you. 11:30 am

One other thing you might consider. How about taking the same journey yourself? \wEDNESDAYS
Log on to http://www.laumc.org/root/ministries/spiritudbrmation/acadenor- |we dnesday ¢INi t
spirituatleadershipto discover more about th&cademy for Spiritual Leadershiand 5:30 pm
discover how God might be calling you to use your gifts for the greater glory of His REACTION
Kingdom. Or, if you have any questions, simply call me, Dianne or Catherine, and westudent Worship

hear

éunday Worship
0:00 a.m. (Summer]

ecaupsEegy e now he
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will be glad to answer them as best we can. 6:30 pm

Take advantage of this great gift the Lord has given us at Benton United Methodist
Church. Congratul ations Dianne and CestsATORDAR@chmontllN @ n
call. Souper Saturday

Unt il next ti me, keep | ooking upé 8:00 am



http://www.la-umc.org/root/ministries/spiritual-formation/academy-for-spiritual-leadership
http://www.la-umc.org/root/ministries/spiritual-formation/academy-for-spiritual-leadership
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From Dianne

Church Finance 101

| will be glad to come to any Sunday school class or other group to talk to you about our church fihances.
mean time, | et me give you some definitions hat
they are right since we like to use acronyms for a lot of our conversations.

¢ Tithe: A minimum portion of 10% of your income given to your church. You can argue about whether all 10%jshould ¢
church, whether it should be before or after taxes, but the Biblical standard is 10%, plus other offerings.

+ Pledge:A portion of your income (whether a tithe or not) that you estimate that you will give to the church durifg the c
the year. This may be given weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annually either at the end or beginning of titeisear] A pled
not a binding document. However the total amount of all pledges is what the Church Council uses as a ggidgjine for ¢
the budget of the General Operating Fund.

+ Contribution: A norpledged gift. This is the hardest part of the contribution dollars to base an estimate on. Itjdepend
how often you come to church, your level of commitment, if you have money in your pocket or a check with yqu. | lov
contributions and | understand that there those who do not wish to make a pledge. | challenge you to trg mnnlng your
household on these unknowns. No matter what your circumstance may be, please try to make a contribution fjo the ct

+ Designated Gift: These are offerings given for a specific ministry (usually not covered by the general budget).IThis inc

50 more special projects. When you choose to give to the Special Fund for a specific need that is alfgady listed in the
General Operating Budget, it negates the work and prayer that your church leaders and staff h i ar the
overall operation of our church.
. Financial Repoxt N
2010 June General Fund Designated
Financial Report Bank Accounts (Operating) |Building Fund Gifts
June 6 $ 15142.79 Opening Balance-51-10 $ 7604351 $ 17,873.35 $ 34,715.63
e 13 — Income $ 42,32446| $  24,605.55 $ 7,531.37
une R Expenses $ 53970.09] $  20,000.00 $ 20919.78
June 20 6,982.02|  Bank Balance-80-10 $ 64,397.88) $  22,478.90 $ 39,327.22
June 27 9,430.00
Received YTD | $308,611.89 Mortgage
2009 YTD $ 310.267.02 Pr!nc!pal balance 01/201pD $ 1,496,489.71
Principal balance 06/201p $ 1,316,554.90
Kenneth Ashley, Stewardship Committee
Proverbs 22:6 O0Train up a child in tre
When | left home as a young man | stopped going to church. College life was full offtempta

| chose not to resist. | had always been sort of a rebel.
A few years later when | entered medical training | began sharing a home with threefMedic:
dents, all of whom were committed Christians. On Monday nights they went to a youth gathe
the First Baptist Church in Oklahoma City. | soon began going with them.
The church had a separate facility that accommodated all the youth activities. | still remember the gmells
of the kitchen on those nights. The ladies cooked the most wonderful meals for us and that was the |Initial h
young starving man such as | was.
This was a critical time in my faith journey. It brought me back into contact with the Christian comfnunity,
newed my faith in Christ.
This stewardship campaign is all about what | just described and much, much more. We are expegiencin
tion boom in the Benton area and there are many who will come to us wanting to reconnect.
Will we be ready to meet their needs? The answer for me is easy.




Page 3 THE LOVE LETTER

Super Summer Sundays

July 4th-August 15th
Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes at 9:00 gueninning July 11th)

July 4th~ God and Country Celebration
July 11th ~ Ask the Pastor Sunday

During ask the pastor, you can text, raise your hand, or write your question down
on the paper provided in your Sunday worship folder, a question that is biblical or theological in nature

July 18th~Bluegrass Sunday
July 25th ~Youth Sunday

This special service will be youth led.
August 1st ~ Back to School Backpack Blowout Sunday

Please bring a backpack stuffed with school supplies or uniforms that will be donated to the local schog

August 8th ~ Beach B.U.M. Sunday

Wear you shorts, bring your suits and get ready to picnic at Cypress Black Bayou Park.

August 15th ~ Friendship Day

. NAYy3 &2dzNJ FNASYRAH ¢KS YSYOSNI 6K2 oONRY3I:

friends to church this day can win a cruise for 2!

Eligibility Requirements:

IS.

In an effort to reach our vchurched and dehurched friends and neighbors, and encourage our membgrs to

be evangelistic binviting in the community, Benton United Methodist Church will be giving away a

Caribbean cruise for two on Friendship Day, Augut 2510. To be eligible to be awarded the cruise fpr

two, participants must meet the following requirements:

1. Must be a professing member of Benton United Methodist Church.
2. Must be 18 years of age.
3

. Must attend at least four of the seven Sundays between July 4 and August 15, 2010 (inclusive], and
register attendance on the red attendance pads provided by the ushers.

4 . Must accompamhyuradhd-adnsarc bimdte® fifumi"eanddegister allAju g u -
friends on the forms provided by 11:00 a.m. on Augu$t 15

a) An ftlhmmrchedo person is one who has never |
Christ as Lord and Savior, and has never been a member of any Christian church.

b) Achuwrchedo person is one who, though hphavi
i nactive participant in a Chri stcihanm chlre@roc h
person may or may not be a member of Benton UMC.

5. The member who meets the above requirements registering the most friends in attendance onjJAugust
15, 2010, will be awarded a travel certificate valued at $900 that may be used to purchase a
Caribbean cruise, or other travel as the person may choose.

I n the event of a tie, the winnerdés namel wi

~N O

. Staff members and their spouses are ineligible to win.
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DAYCARE NEWS

Playground Equipment Fundraiser

/‘- )
~— '@ : .
(7{-:\ The Benton UMC Day Care is selling ¢

Q‘_ff;“.‘{?‘ dough to raise funds for new playgroun

"’ equipment. Cookie dough is on sale now
through July 9th. For every 10 tubs the church sells
will get a 2 Ib. tub free for the kitchen. Please order
church office and make your checks payable to Ber
Day Care. Please call Karen-47265or more
information

UMW NEWS

Shreveport Bossier Rescue Missior]

The Benton UMW is sponsoribigaderwear
Drivdor the Rescue Mission. Please help by d
new boxersfor the men anéw cotton briefs
for the women. All sizes are needed.
Containers will be marked and placed in the North
Please help the Rescue Mission with your contributid

OPALS

Older Persons with Active Lifestyles invites everyg
attend their meeting scheduled for July 27, 2010 in @
Family Life Worship Center at 11:30TaenSilver Foxeg
of the First United Methodist Church of Bossier City
group of ladies ranging in age from 66 to 90 who me
a week to exercise. They will be here to show us flex
and strength exercises that can be done while seate
chair. There are a series of stretches and reaches w
resistance band. Join us for your health! Call Barbar
9909952 to sign up.

Donor Recognition Tree

New Leaves
Placed in memory of:

Maurice d. Rea
by Reggie and Robbie Allgood

Donor leaves are available for a
minimum donation of $100 in the church offi¢
in memory or in honor of your loved one .

d

1%

LifeShare Father os

Thank you, Benton UMCI!
We received 9 units on June 20.

O

j®N

CARD M INISTRY
they

in thd he Card Ministry will meet Friday, July 16 at 1:00
toryN18:00 p.m. We will create some handmade cards
Prayer Group, Prayer Shawl Ministry, and for any ot
needs. No skills needed! We will stop and break for
and then get back to the stamping! If you have any ¢
please call Rachel in the church officB2tR65

ITG6 A BABY SHOWER !

Honoring Bridget Bockhaus @
)natiOMVednesday, July 7 at 6:30 p.m. ﬁo . -
LN

In the Breakfast Club Room.
Bridget is registered at
JuLy MEETINGS & G ROUPS

foyer.Target and Ladles in Waiting
n

Card Ministry ...........cc...... Friday, July 16 at 1:00 p

UMM Breakfast................ Sunday, July 18 at 7:15 a
Tﬁé‘ﬁurch Council.............. Monday, July 19 at 6:30 pm

OPALS........ccd Tuesday, July 27 at 11:30 a

Saturday, July 31 at 8:00 an

it:l:a...
BENTON UMC W EBSITE

tha Benton UMC website has a new look!

www.bentonumc.org
If your ministry is not listed or has outdated or inc

9652273 or email her at bentonumc@bellsouth.
So we can update your webpage!

W EDNESDAY 6 WEO IVIE MoVIE
~ Harvey ~ 1z

OQur Wedne

- v
;“‘
F & A

Live movie on July 7th
and we will discuss it on the follo

All donations go to the Building Fund

Wednesday, July 14

ofrect
information, please call the Rachel in the church o;liece at

p.m.
for the
er
inner
uestion

A HayBRiase check out the new website at our old addfess:

t
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Regularly Scheduled Events

4th Sunday  16:00 p.m. |Sports

bth Sunday [TBA Declaration

“Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will find rest in | labuasd 3:00 p.m. [Drama Practice

the shadow of the Almighty."Psalm 911 Sunday 4:00 p.m. Band Practice
Wednesday [6:30 p.m. |REACTION Youth Service

Hi everyone,

This is Chris, youth past&MELTER 494e student ministry of
Benton United Church. | wanted to give a summary on what is g
. with our students gradé26. OnWednesday nights at 6:30 we hav
REACTICBNt udent Wor ship featuring

{ is a highmpact, exciting, and meaningful worship service. We beli¢
' | and excitement in our worship because our God is fun and excitil
currently an average of 30 students who attend each week.

In September we will resume our Sunday night schedule:

> 1stand 8 SundafisFUSIONmall Groups that meet at hothganaay UPWARD
Prayer and SonieStinddy SPORTS Night.

For missions and service we will go to the Red Bird Mission in Kentucky over Spring
have local mission opportunities like Impact Benton, serving the Rescue Mission, and
service projects.

Just for fun we go toHags over Texas, havarnsand outs (these are great), and do lo
things like concerts, bowling;gnmil f , et c é

If you are a student, or the paren
student, graded B+, come and chec
out whatds going
on FaceBooknatw.facebook.com/

cwintermanThanks.
Chris

Chris Winterman, Student Minister
Office: (318) 961273 or Cell: (318) 46631
chriswinterman@bellsouth.net

www.myspace.com/bentonumcshelter491
www.facebook.com\cwinterman

Contact
Information
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http://www.facebook.com/cwinterman
http://www.facebook.com/cwinterman




